Economic History                               gg

general, by recalling these historians to the existence of people,
and in particular by stimulating some very important research.
Thus McKendrick has impressively highlighted the role of the
entrepreneur by studying Josiah Wedgwood.603 Pollard, too,
stresses the central importance of the organized factory.604
Fitton and Wadsworth describe a textile enterprise \vhich got
off to an early start.605 Raistrick discusses the best known iron
works of all;606 less familiar but more interesting are the Crow-
leys who even before the beginning of the century built them-
selves an empire in Sunderland, applied technical and
organizational innovation all along the line, and even made a
reality of schemes of paternalistic welfare which elsewhere had
to wait another 200 years.607 Minchinton studies another metal
industry which experienced a sudden expansion towards the
end of the century.608 Brewing offers the example of an industry
which suffered from several clearly defined problems of pro-
duction and distribution, problems which were solved by a
series of remarkable entrepreneurs.600 Two biographies of men
rather characteristic for their time: John Rennie was a great
transport engineer who built canals and viaducts, J. J. Gurney
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